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Special church service commemorating the 75th anniversary of        
VE Day (Victory in Europe Day) held at the new cenotaph in the Blue 
Mountains on May 8th .

The Rector at St George’s, the Anglican Parish for the Blue 
Mountains, Rev Dr. Grahame Bowcott, (Gray+) put together a 
special remembrance and celebration ceremony on May 8th for the 
75th anniversary of VE (Victory in Europe) Day. It was held at 3 pm 
at the Blue Mountains’ wonderful new cenotaph, where Thornbury 
meets Clarksburg. The event was organized with the assistance 
of the Beaver Valley Pipes and Drums Band and the Canadian 
Legion, Branch 281, in Clarksburg. The pipers were Comrade 
Shawn McKinlay, President of the local Legion, and Warrant Officer 
Eobhann Bruce. Corporal John Pirolla was in charge of the 4 flags, 
including the Red Ensign, Canada’s flag during the war, that flew 
bravely in the strong winds.

Gray, who is also Chaplain for the local Legion, delivered a 
10-minute service of prayer and commemoration into the gusting 
wind. The entire event was videotaped. It can be viewed on YouTube 
at & Royal Canadian Legion Branch 281 Beaver Valley; Richard 
Griffiths, who initiated the event, rang the bell at St. George’s, the 
only church bell in the Blue Mountains, exactly at 3 pm to coincide 
with the announcement of the peace by Sir Winston Churchill on 
May 8th 1945 at 11 am London time.

The bell at St. George’s also rings out each night at 7 pm, Monday 
to Friday to honour the many first responders and front-line 
workers during the current pandemic.

Grants and Donations 
Committee Update

The following are recommend-
ations from the Grants and 
Donations Committee to be 
considered for adoption by 
Council. Due to the time-sensitive 
nature of the recommendations, 
this Committee Report is being 
provided directly to Council for 
consideration. The funds were 
raised through the Valentine’s Gala 
held in February. 

Breaking Down Barriers  $   500 
Crime Stoppers  G-B  $1,000 
Diabetes Canada*  $1,000 
Events for Life Canada  $10,000 
Georgian Bay Coyotes*  $1,000 
Georgian Triangle Anglers   $   750 
Georgian Triangle Humane 

Society $1,500 
Home Horizon Georgian Triangle 

Residential Services  $2,000 
Hope Haven Therapeutic  
  Riding Centre  $2,800 
Hospice Georgian Triangle
  Foundation  $3,000 
Hundred Acre Wood Forest 
   Preschool  $1,500 
Kids in the Meaford Hall*  $1,250 
Marsh Street Centre **  $2,000 
Music in the Park*  $3,000 
My Friend’s House  $1,500 
TC Rotary Club**  $5,000 
Royal Canadian Legion*  $   550 
Special Olympics   $   750 
St. John Ambulance   $   500 
Thornbury/BV Lions**   $2,000
Women’s House Serving 
   Bruce and Grey   $1,500
TOTAL CASH  $43,100 

Beaver Valley Outreach  $9,275
Blue Mountains Curling   $1,217 
Golden Beavers  $1,000
Music in the Park*  $    525
Royal Canadian Legion*  $ 1098
TOTAL SUBSIDY $13,115

*    Cash or subsidy dependent on
      event proceeding
**  Cash being provided to offset 
      operations rather than what the

    applicant initially applied for

Health Canada is warning Canadians about 
the risks of poisoning

Protect yourself and your family from poisonings: always read and 
follow the label directions when using hand sanitizers, disinfectants, 
household cleaning products and bleaches.

Health Canada is warning Canadians about the risks of improperly 
using hand sanitizers, disinfectants, household cleaning products 
and bleaches, and reminding them to always read and follow the 
directions on product labels.

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused an increased demand for, 
and use of, these products. 

However, there have been several reports of unintentional 
poisonings from their improper use.

Between February and March of this year, poison centres across 
Canada received numerous more cases of people being poisoned 
by, or exposed to, hand sanitizers, disinfectants, household cleaning 
products and bleaches, compared with the same period last year.

Declaration of 
Emergency Extended 
Until June 2nd While 
Ontario Gradually 
Reopens the Economy

“During the last several weeks, 
the people of Ontario have been 
called on to make incredible 
sacrifices to help us stop the 
spread of COVID-19, including 
staying home from work, closing 
down businesses and going 
without a regular paycheque,” 
said Premier Ford. “However, 
we are reopening even more of 
our businesses beginning this 
long weekend. We are taking 
a cautious, balanced approach 
to our economic reopening, to 
protect the health and safety of 
everyone.” 

The government announced  
seasonal services and activities 
will be permitted to open as early 
as Saturday May 16, 2020 at 
12:01 a.m., as key public health 
indicators continue to show 
progress.                
• Golf courses will be able to 

open, with clubhouses open 
only for washrooms and 
restaurants open only for take-
out.                      

• Marinas, boat clubs and public 
boat launches may open for 
recreational use.

• Private parks and camp-
grounds may open to enable 
preparation for the season and 
to allow access for trailers and 
recreational vehicles whose 
owners have a  season contract.

• Businesses that board animals, 
such as stables, may allow 
boarders to visit, care for or 
ride their animal.

BVO’s VIRTUAL AGM 
via Zoom Signup 
Thursday May 21 

www.bvo.ca  519-599-2577

Blue Mountains Library 
Virtual Townhall

on Facebook
 Friday, May 22, 3:00pm
thebluemountainslibrary.ca 

519-599-3681

 cont’d on page 2

http://https://www.facebook.com/thebluemountainslibrary/
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Assuming trends in key public health indicators continue to 
improve, Ontario’s first stage of reopening will begin on Tuesday, 
May 19, 2020 at 12:01 a.m. and will include:
• Retail services that are not in shopping malls and have separate 

street-front entrances with measures in place that can enable 
physical distancing, such as limiting the number of customers in 
the store at any one time and booking appointments beforehand 
or on the spot.

• Seasonal businesses and recreational activities for individuals, 
including training and sport competitions conducted by a 
recognized national or provincial sport organization. This includes 
indoor and outdoor non-team sport competitions that can 
be played while maintaining physical distancing and without 
spectators, such as tennis, track and field and horse racing.

• Animal services, specifically pet care services, such as grooming 
and training, and regular veterinary appointments.

• Indoor and outdoor household services that can follow public 
health guidelines, such as housekeepers, cooks, cleaning and 
maintenance.

• Lifting essential workplace limits on construction.
• Allowing certain health and medical services to resume, such as 

in-person counselling; in-person services, in addition to virtual 
services, delivered by health professionals; and scheduled 
surgeries, all based on the ability to meet pre-specified conditions 
as outlined in A Measured Approach to Planning for Surgeries and 
Procedures During the COVID-19 Pandemic.

“We are taking a cautious, practical and reasonable approach to 
restarting the economy, while maintaining the health and safety of 
the people of Ontario as our top priority,” said Minister Phillips. “This 
will allow Ontario to emerge from this outbreak with a clear path to 
economic recovery that keeps people safe and healthy.”

The government and health and safety associations have released 
more than 90 safety guidance documents to assist employers in 
multiple sectors, including construction, retail, facilities maintenance 
and manufacturing. As new sectors of the economy begin to reopen, 
additional resources will be made available to help protect the safety 
of workers and the general public.

To support business-owners, workers and the economic recovery 
of the province, the government has launched a website to provide 
businesses with information on personal protective equipment (PPE) 
suppliers. The Workplace PPE Supplier Directory has an up-to-date 
list of Ontario companies and business associations ready to supply 
personal protective equipment.   https://covid-19.ontario.ca

The government continues to prioritize the needs of patients, 
frontline health care workers and first responders when it comes to 
having critical equipment and supplies to protect themselves during 
the COVID-19 outbreak. Businesses are encouraged to access only 
the PPE they need to keep their employees and customers safe.

To ensure that these first actions to reopen the province are a success, 
the public should continue to adhere to public health measures, 
including practising physical distancing or wearing a face covering 
when physical distancing is difficult or not possible, as well as regular 
handwashing and staying home when ill. The Chief Medical Officer 
of Health will closely monitor the evolving situation to advise when 
certain public health restrictions, including adjustments to social 
gatherings can be gradually loosened or if they need to be tightened.

If you have questions about what will be open or impacts to 
your business or employment, call the Stop the Spread Business 
Information Line at 1-888-444-3659.

 The new Ontario Jobs and Recovery Committee wants to hear 
directly from people and organizations from all regions and sectors 
to help inform the next phases of Ontario’s Action Plan in response 
to COVID-19. The survey, which is seeking feedback on the impacts of 
COVID-19 on personal finances, business supports and government 
relief measures, will be open until June 2020. 

Visit Ontario.ca/reopen to learn how you can provide your input.

Publisher Linda Wykes, printed by Riverside Press, Box 340, 
Clarksburg, N0H 1J0.  Your events, stories and photos of interest to 
our community can be emailed to info@visitblue.ca for inclusion 
in the newsletter by each Friday. Advertising rates are available by 
calling 519-599-3345 or from our website www.visitblue.ca   
E-NEWSLETTER 
Use the subscribe form on our website to receive the weekly 
E-newsletter. 
MAILED E-NEWSLETTER 
You can also signup to receive the E- newsletter through Canada 
Post  $50 for 26 issues or call 519-599-3345 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER This newsletter is mailed to residents in 
The Blue Mountains the first week of each month
DONATE 
If you would like to donate to The Review there is a donate link on 
the website; email transfer to info@visitblue.ca or a cheque can be 
sent to Riverside Press, Box 340, Clarksburg N0H 1J0 

www.greybruceclimateaction.ca 
Grey Bruce Sustainability Network has a new online resource for the 

public to learn more about climate action and steps they can take to 
mitigate and adapt.  The site is greybruceclimateaction.ca and it’s a 
shared site between GBSusnet and Climate Action Team - Grey Bruce 
(the community group that grew out of the local climate film screen-
ing: Resilience) 

Climate action doesn’t always mean marching in the streets or do-
nating to a charity.

With such a strong sense of community in Grey-Bruce, examples of 
local climate action can be more personal:
• attending an event to learn how healthy soil captures carbon,
• speaking with your wallet by shopping directly at family farms, or
• volunteering with a food bank to serve those affected by food in-

security. 
These three examples are the current gaps of information in Grey-

Bruce that the new shared website looks to fill.
“After listening to what local environmental groups need to make 

their efforts more effective,” says Leigh Grigg from GBSusNet, “we’ve 
come up with a simple website with 3 buttons that will engage the 
public: Local Events, Local Groups & Collaboration.  What we’ve heard 
from many conversations is that people want to “think globally and 
act locally” but can’t sort through the mass of information or compet-
ing interests for their attention.”

This new website is for people who want to make a difference lo-
cally, and cut out the noise and distractions of social media. 

“211ontario does a great job of indexing charities & services,” contin-
ues Grigg. “but it’s by going to greybruceclimateaction.ca that you’ll 
easily find the Grey & Bruce County organizations you need that can 
also help fight climate change. You will see close to 400 listings, but 
the list narrows quickly and conveniently for you as you type.”

Whether your goal is to become a climate hero or just improve your 
home compost, you will want to learn more.

Leigh Grigg   Cell 519 270 8041
Grey Bruce Sustainability Network
greybruceclimateaction.ca

Economy Re Opening

http://Workplace PPE Supplier Directory
https://covid-19.ontario.ca 
http://Ontario.ca/reopen 
http://www.greybruceclimateaction.ca
http://greybruceclimateaction.ca
http://greybruceclimateaction.ca


- PAGE 3 / BMR MAY 14TH 2020 -

Supporting Grey and 
Bruce Counties 

The Alzheimer Society of Grey-
Bruce is open for business in a 
modified way. We are still here 
to serve our clients and the 
community. Work continues mostly as usual with staff operating 
from home offices. The major exception is that staff are not making 
home visits and individuals cannot come into our offices.Referrals 
continue to operate in the usual manner.

The following First Link Services are taking place through phone, 
email and/or our encrypted Zoom account.

Counselling - First Link Support Counsellor’s are working from home 
offices to offer support via phone, email, and/or Zoom meetings.

Support Groups  by  Zoom meetings and/or teleconferencing.
Memory Café support groups for those living with dementia are 

offered through Zoom.
First Link Learning Series and educational presentations through 

Zoom with Sandra Hong, our Public Educator.
Minds in Motion program that involves exercise and social/brain 

stimulating activities now offered via Zoom. This format is shortened 
and modified to best meet individual needs.

Active Living 1:1 and/or group support for clients with our Social 
Recreation staff who will speak to clients about how to engage 
socially at home. Active Living at Home Kits can be designed and 
mailed to our clients for additional support.

Active Living Social Recreation website - COMING SOON - a link 
to activities our clients can do at home.

IG Wealth Management Walk for Alzheimer’s is happening 
online on May 31. Visit walkforalzheimers.ca to register and support 
local families living with dementia.

The Alzheimer Society of Grey-Bruce is supporting families living 
with dementia in our community during Covid – 19.
519-376-7230 1-800-265-9013 info@alzheimergreybruce.com
#ourconnectionsmatter

2020 Assessment Update
The Ontario government has announced that the 2020 Assessment 

Update has been postponed. They have indicated that property 
assessments for the 2021 property tax year will continue to be based 
on the fully phased-in January 1, 2016 current values. This means 
your property assessment for the 2021 property tax year will be the 
same as the 2020 tax year, unless there have been changes to your 
property.

In 2016, we mailed a Property Assessment Notice to every property 
owner in the province – assessing more than five million properties in 
Ontario. Your 2016 Notice reflects the assessed value and classification 
of your property as of January 1, 2016 and this will be used as the 
basis for calculating your 2021 property taxes.

Why did I receive a 2020 Property Assessment Notice from MPAC?
We are continuously reviewing properties. You may have received 

a Notice for one of the following reasons:
• change to property ownership, legal description, or school support;
• change to the property’s value resulting from a Request for 

Reconsideration, an Assessment Review Board decision, or ongoing 
property reviews;

• property value increase/decrease reflecting a change to the 
property; for example, a new structure, addition, or removal of an 
old structure; or

• change in the classification or tax liability of the property.
Your 2020 Property Assessment Notice shows the assessed value of 

your property based on a January 1, 2016 valuation date and will be 
the basis for your property taxes for the 2021 property tax year.

The valuation date, established by the Ontario government, is 
a fixed day to which all properties are valued. In simple terms, the 
value is the price your property might reasonably have sold for in its 
current state and condition on January 1, 2016.

Master Gardener Tips For May by John Hethrington
• IMPORTANT  - Take notes and photos of your bulb plantings in 

bloom for possible changes and additions next fall.
• Work well rotted manure into your beds to improve the friability 

(look it up) of your soil.
• If not done already, fertilize lawns with slow release lawn fertilizer. 

Look for a high Nitrogen number (the first number on the bag. The 
extra cost is worth it

• Treat lawns against weeds and grubs as required.
• Your Hybrid Tea roses should already be pruned back to 6” to 8” and 

any dead ends from other roses
The Master Gardener concept of volunteers with at least 2 years 

horticulture training, providing free gardening advice to home 
owners, was originally created in Washington State (USA) in 1972. It 
came to Ontario in 1985 as Master Gardeners of Ontario and is now 
an independent, non-profit organization with 29 MG groups across 
the province. John Hethrington, Master Gardener, Emeritus, is a past 
President of Master Gardeners of Ontario.

Need a Blue Mountains 
Public Library Card?  
If you are a resident of The Blue 
Mountains, Grey Highlands 
or Meaford, apply online for 
a 90-day membership that 
will give you free access to 
our digital collection, which 
includes resources for all-
ages like eBooks, audiobooks, 
movies, digital magazines, 
access to Lynda.com and Mango 
Languages.  Apply now: www.
thebluemountainslibrary.ca/
apply.cfm.  Lost your card?  
Send us an email to libraryinfo@
thebluemountains.ca or call 519-
599-3681 ext. 2 and we will send 
your card # and PIN.

http://www.bvo.ca
http://temagamilandscape.ca
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COVID-19 Recovery in Simcoe-Grey
by Jim Wilson, MPP

(May 7, 2020) It is encouraging to see that community spread of the 
COVID-19 virus appears to be in decline in Ontario.  With some light 
at the end of the tunnel the government is turning its attention to 
reopening the province while ensuring public health and safety.    

I was pleased this week as landscapers, garden centres and nurseries 
in Ontario began to open, and work on essential construction projects 
resumed. Retail stores with street entrances will soon reopen for 
curbside pickup as will hardware and safety supply stores.  Marinas 
and golf courses have been given the green light to prepare their 
facilities for the upcoming season. 

To assess the impact of the pandemic on our economy and develop 
a plan for moving forward Premier Ford has established the Ontario 
Jobs and Recovery Committee.  Its purpose is to consult with 
communities, people and businesses to learn about their unique 
needs and help guide the province to future prosperity. 

Over the next few months the Committee will consult people 
and businesses across all sectors with a focus on job creation, 
opportunities for growth and protecting the province from future 
threats.  

The needs and priorities of Simcoe Grey must be heard in this 
consultation. 

To ensure we have a strong voice I will soon be reaching out to our 
local Chambers of Commerce, Business Improvement Associations 
and representatives of large and small businesses.  I also want to hear 
from stakeholders in key industries including: agriculture, tourism 
and not-for-profit sectors.  

Several communities in our region have already set up their own 
working groups to plan ahead.  Others are considering doing so.    I 
applaud all these efforts as their feedback and other local endeavors 
will be important inputs to the government’s Jobs and Recovery 
initiative.  

In the coming weeks I expect to hold virtual meetings with 
stakeholders to assess how the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted 
local businesses and services and to gather ideas as Ontario prepares 
to restart the economy.  If you have concerns or ideas to contribute 
and would like to participate, I invite you to do so by emailing me 
directly at jwilson@ola.org. Please be sure to include your business 
name, address and contact information with your submission.  
Reports from Simcoe-Grey consultations will be submitted to the 
Ministry of Finance for compilation and analysis.   

I look forward to hearing from you.  I’m confident that working 
together the Ontario economy and our region can and will emerge 
from the current emergency stronger than ever. 

Collingwood, 50 Hume Street, Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 1V2
Phone: 705-446-1090; Toll Free: 1-800-268-7542 
Phone: 416-325-2069   Email: jwilson@ola.org

Requests to Lower Development Charges Fee
at Council Meeting, May 19th

Request #1
A local ownership group would like to convert the former Ferguson 

Funeral Home, 20 Alice Street into an 11-unit rental apartment 
building. They have submitted an application to rezone the property, 
but are finding the DCs and other related charges to be prohibitive 
to their goals. While they recognize that the Town relies on tax dollars 
and fees from development charges to support the infrastructure 
required for growth, they have a request at the Council Meeting on 
May 19th to have some repreive on the charges. 

“1. We are limiting our conversion to the building footprint of the 
existing structure. Unlike greenfield developments, our project is 
not intended to put additional strain on the Town to build new hard 
services such as roads and sewers.

2. Our goal is to create a product that, based on our research, does 
not currently exist in Thornbury – 11 long-term rental apartment 
units (bachelors and 1 bedrooms) – which from our understanding, is 
a priority for the Councillors/Town.

We hope that the Councillors can appreciate the challenges of 
providing this type of product when the Town’s current development 
charge is approximately $32,0000/unit. This does not factor in 
the Town’s park allocation, planning, engineering, and building 
permitting fees, or the County’s separate development charges. We 
have received notice that under consideration at the County, is the 
elimination of DCs for rental product in an effort to encourage this 
type of development. We are hoping that the value of the fees we will 
be paying the Town to complete our project (outside of DCs), will be 
deemed sufficient enough to waive the development charges .”

The 2nd Request comes from Mr. Will Goertz of TRICON Management 
Systems Inc.  who requests that the Town levy Development Charges 
at the non-residential rate rather than residential. 

“We have proposed a ten suite boutique hotel on a severed portion 
at 63 Arthur St. W. and we were advised that the development 
charges would be a total of $425,780. These charges would represent 
approximately 25% of the total cost of the development and would 
not make the project financially viable. It would be appreciated if 
Council would consider granting relief and applying charges at the 
regular commercial rate of $240.90 per sq. m. which is typical in all 
other municipalities. Without such relief we would have to abandon 
this project.”

The Development Charges Act does not specifically state 
how a hotel unit should be charged (residential versus non-
residential). With this flexibility some municipalities charge at 
residential (similar to the Town), some as non-residential, and 
some as a specific hotel charge.Collingwood, Grey Highlands, 
West Grey, Owen Sound, Clearview and Grey County consider 
hotels non-residential. Details on the May 19th Council agenda. 
www.thebluemountains.ca

 PROJECT 
JOY
NOMINATE A HERO
Send a gift  to an every day hero f rom 
nurses to grocery store clerks ,  we want 
to say a big thank you.  

NOMINATE A FAMILY

A COMMUNITY BRIGHTENING INITIATIVE

LET YOUR COLOURS SHINE

PARTNERS IN JOY

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO LEARN MORE

ELEPHANTTHOUGHTS.COM/JOY #SPREADJOY

A COMMUNITY BRIGHTENING INITIATIVE

Send a gift  of  toys ,  books and or games 
to a family that could use a l i tt le  bright-
ness and joy.  

Fl ip this  around to find a poster!  Display 
it  in a window. Local  business owner? 
Have our beautification partner paint a 
rainbow on your storef ront window!

DID YOU KNOW?

Since 2002,  Elephant Thoughts has 
posit ively influenced the l ives of  more 
than a mil l ion chi ldren worldwide 
including right here in South 
Georgian Bay.  We invite you to learn 
more about our programs and vis it  
our new headquarters ,  located at our 
community programming property,  
The Woods at Kimbercote,  home to 
Elephant Thoughts'  School  In Nature.  

www.elephantthoughts.com/joy

http://glg.blue
https://thebluemountains.ca/agendas-minutes-reports.cfm?is=27
https://www.elephantthoughts.com/joy
https://www.elephantthoughts.com/joy
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A video of the Attainable Housing Corporation - 
Special General Meeting Thursday, April 23 

 https://thebluemountains.ca/council

The committee will be using the website 
www.yourview.thebluemountains.ca 

for comments on this project including the designs.

thebluemountainshousing.ca COMMENTS RECEIVED UNTIL MAY 21

Ash Tree Removal by the Town - $150,000
Although this requires a large up-front cost to the Town, mitigat-

ing the potential cost to persons or properties far outweighs this 
cost. There could be serious damage to Town owned infrastructure 
if a number of trees were to fall (facilities, equipment, trials or roads), 
there could also be similar damage if Town owned trees fell on per-
sonal property including homes and businesses. This budget will be 
spent in 2020. The $150,000 is staff’s best estimate to remove all ash 
trees from Town property estimated at 60,000. Once the purchasing 
process is complete, if the project is too large to complete in one year 
or additional funds are required for future years, staff will bring this 
back to Council for direction.

treecanada.ca/blog 
The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is an invasive 

species and because it has no natural 
predators in North America, it has become 
a devastating problem for North American 
ash trees (Fraxinus). 

Emerald ash borer (EAB), Agrilus planipennis 
Fairmaire, is an exotic beetle that was 
discovered in southeastern Michigan near 
Detroit in the summer of 2002. The adult 
beetles nibble on ash foliage but cause little 
damage. The larvae (the immature stage) feed on the inner bark of 
ash trees, disrupting the tree’s ability to transport water and nutrients. 
Emerald ash borer probably arrived in the United States on solid 
wood packing material carried in cargo ships or airplanes originating 
in its native Asia. As of October 2018, it is now found in 35 states, and 
the Canadian provinces of Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia and Manitoba.

The City of Ottawa, has been majorly affected by EAB. Ash trees 
account for 20-25% of Ottawa’s urban and rural forest (City of Ottawa 
EAB Strategy, 2013). Tree Ottawa says that in the next 3-5 years, 
Ottawa could lose 25% of its tree canopy (Ecology Ottawa). Another 
city that has been impacted by EAB is Montreal. As of October 2016, 
more than 13,000 ash trees have been killed by EAB in Montreal (CBC 
2016). One in five trees in Montreal are Ash and the City says that the 
200,000 ash trees on public property are at risk for EAB (CBC, 2016). 
Cities are doing a lot of things to save ash trees, even cities that have 
not been hit by EAB are preparing for the beetles’ arrival.

Cities within these provinces are including EAB mitigation in their 
UFMPs. Organizations are also helping in the fight against EAB by 
providing subsidies and programs to help treat ash trees.

Can you save your Ash Tree?
The costs of treating a tree with TreeAzin™ insecticide will depend 

on the size of the tree, and how many trees are to be treated. Each 
TreeAzin™ service provider sets their own price, however, as of 2013 
the cost was approximately $5 per cm of tree diameter (measured 
at chest height), per treatment. For example, a 30 cm diameter tree 
would cost approximately $150 to treat once. The provider may 
charge a minimum price for a treatment visit, so it may be more eco-
nomical to treat more than one tree. Trees may need to be treated 
yearly at first, and then are treated every other year until the EAB 
population decreases (the current estimate is treatment over a 6-10 
year span).  http://invasiveinsects.ca/eab

LOCAL CONTACT
Michael Fry, R.P.F., Forestry Coordinator, Grey Sauble Conservation
519-376-3076

Beaver Valley Fall Fair 150th Party - Take 2
As much as we want to have a great big party on September 11 

and 12, as a community minded organization, we have made the 
decision to put the celebration on the back burner until COVID-19 
has moved away and we can gather as one of the largest community 
gatherings in Thornbury.

Over the past few months, Agricultural Society members have 
been planning events and booking venues to celebrate Beaver 
Valley’s 150th Fall Fair. A Fair that would showcase local participant’s 
handiwork in the fields, kitchens, craft rooms and class rooms, 
celebrate with music, food and demonstrations of all kinds.

Over the past weeks, Ontario and Canada have been struggling to 
keep life normal for all Canadians. 

Please stay tuned to our website, Facebook and Instagram accounts. 
If things improve by our original Fair dates, we hope to have a smaller 
gathering with music, food and friends, to acknowledge that 2020 
has not been a total loss – www.beavervalleyfallfair.ca

On behalf of all members of the Beaver Valley Agricultural Society, 
thank you. We look forward to seeing all of you September 10 and 
11, 2021!

www.beavervalleyfallfair.ca

https://thebluemountains.ca/council-calendar.cfm?action=viewdetail&eventid=3015
http://www.yourview.thebluemountains.ca
http://thebluemountainshousing.ca
http://invasiveinsects.ca/eab/homeowners.html#treatmentoptions
http://riversidepress.ca
http://riversidepress.ca
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Bhutan
Bhutan is a tiny and remote kingdom nestling in the Himalayas 

between its powerful neighbours, India and China.
Almost completely cut off for centuries, it has tried to let in some 

aspects of the outside world while fiercely guarding its ancient 
traditions. The Bhutanese name for Bhutan, Druk Yul, means “Land 
of the Thunder Dragon” and it only began to open up to outsiders in 
the 1970s.

The Wangchuck hereditary monarchy has wielded power since 
1907. But Bhutan became a two-party parliamentary democracy 
after elections in March 2008.

Canada & Bhutan: A Lasting Friendship
Canada has had a close relationship with the Kingdom of Bhutan 

since 1963 when Father William Mackey, a Canadian Jesuit, entered 
Bhutan for the first time and, under the mandate of His Majesty, King 
Jigme Dorji Wangchuck, established Bhutan’s first high school in the 
remote reaches of the country’s Eastern region. Over the next 26 
years, Mackey worked tirelessly to develop secular education in the 
country and became a crucial figure in what his biographer, Howard 
Solverson, called “an education explosion” in Bhutan.

In the years to come, a handful of Canadian educators, supported 
by the World University Service of Canada (WUSC), would follow in 
Mackey’s footsteps, traversing the mountainous and treacherous 
terrain of Bhutan to teach in rural communities. Between 1985 and 
1991, over 40 Canadian teachers were sent to schools in Bhutan 
through WUSC. In the coming years, the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA), the Canadian High Commission, 
Delhi and the University of New Brunswick together maintained 
the Canadian Cooperation Office (CCO), which acted as a conduit 
for Canadian-Bhutanese activities, and served as an important focal 
point inside the country for visas, visits and official contacts. 

Many of the projects carried out by CCO were focused on educational 
development. In 2008, Sam Blyth visited Bhutan with his wife and two 
of his children only to learn that the Canadian government was not 
renewing its CIDA support for the nation and Canadian Cooperation 
Office was closing its doors. Mindful of Canada’s special relationship 
with Bhutan, particularly its contribution to building its education 
system, the family decided that it was important to continue Canada’s 
presence in the country, so they stepped forward to help.

Bhutan Canada Foundation (BCF) 
On May 5, 2009 the offices of the Bhutan Canada Foundation (BCF) 

officially opened in Thimphu, Bhutan. The Thimphu office is run by 
Nancy Strickland, a former WUSC volunteer teacher in Bhutan who 
has lived and worked in the country for 25 years. She is supported 
by four local Bhutanese staff members, all former employees of the 
Canadian Cooperation Office. The foundation also maintains an 
office in Toronto, Canada. Both offices work diligently to carry on 
the tradition of Canadian and Bhutanese cooperation, goodwill and 
knowledge exchange, which began with Father Mackey so many 
years earlier.

In 2011, Sam Blyth was named Honorary Consul of the Kingdom of 

Bhutan to Canada, a role that enables him to further facilitate ongoing 
understanding and appreciation between the two countries. 

Until the 1950s, education in Bhutan was mainly monastic. Literacy 
was confined to the monasteries, and many eminent Bhutanese 
scholars traveled to Tibet to study Buddhist scriptures.

In the 1950s, under the second king, His Majesty Jigme Wangchuck, 
Bhutan opened its first secular schools, with both the curriculum and 
the medium of instruction (Hindi) borrowed from India. But it was in 
the 1960s, under the third king, His Majesty Jigme Dorji Wangchuck, 
that Bhutan began to build its education system in earnest. Realizing 
that the small, isolated country needed to be able to communicate 
with the rest of the world, the third king made English the language 
of instruction. This laid the foundations for the network of primary, 
secondary and post-secondary institutions spread across Bhutan 
today. 

Since then, education has contributed significantly to Bhutan’s 
rapid development, in line with its philosophy of “Gross National 
Happiness.” Being educated in English has enabled Bhutanese 
students to study in all parts of the world, earning degrees in 
everything from accounting to medicine to visual arts, and to return 
to Bhutan to apply their knowledge and skills.

Today, the education system includes formal, non-formal, and 
monastic schools. Enrollment in the formal system begins at age 
six, but students can apply to the monastic schools at any age. 
The non-formal centres provide basic literacy skills for all ages. The 
government provides free education to all students till Grade 10 and 
scholarships to students who meet the requirements for higher and 
professional studies.

According to the General Statistics 2013 produced by the Ministry of 
Education, there are 554 formal schools and institutions, 388 monastic 
schools and 885 non- formal education centres in Bhutan. In the 
formal schools, girls make up 49.8% enrolment. Female enrolment as 
a percentage of total school enrolment is approximately 50% at every 
level of general education and at the secondary level, girls make 
up more than half (51.9%) the total enrolment. Girl’s participation 
in public higher secondary level has increased from 39.6% in 2008 
to 45.5% in 2013. Approximately 23% of primary students, 33% of 
middle school students, and 60% of higher secondary students enjoy 
free boarding facilities.   
The Trans-Bhutan Trail: 355km
Reinvigorating a cultural treasure
by Cathy Smart and Steve Couchman, Clarksburg  
“Connecting Bhutan from the past to the present”

The earliest records of the traditional trail linking together what is now 
the Kingdom of Bhutan, dates back to the 16th and 17th Centuries. 
Likely the trail existed long before that, weaving its way through 
deep river valleys and over mountain passes. Over generations the 
trail has been used for many purposes. Religious leaders brought 
Buddhism to the region. Garps, the legendary messengers of the 
Dzong Dak Route, raced along the trails day and night. Armies and 
explorers, pilgrims, traders and tax collectors utilized the track. And 
generations of Monarchs regularly travelled the country visiting 
Dzongs and meeting with the people. For hundreds of years, the trail 
was a connector and symbol of national unity.                        continued
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In the 1960’s and 70’s the trail was replaced by the National Highway, 
and a treacherous journey that could take weeks was reduced to 
a few days. During this process about 1/3 of the original route was 
subsumed and much of the rest became overgrown and un-walkable. 
For many, this is very unfortunate. Though Bhutan is keen to become 
a more developed nation, there is a strong sense that heritage and 
tradition are also important. And so, there is now an exciting initiative 
afoot to rejuvenate this trail.

The Bhutan Canada Foundation, chaired by Sam Blyth, and several 
senior Bhutanese leaders are very much in support of this project. 
My husband, Stephen Couchman, and I were invited to support the 
initiative in catalyst capacities. Our job is to provide guidance by way 
of best practices and personal experience. We will be working closely 
with the National Steering Committee and local teams to further 
develop trail standards, stewardship, communication, promotion, 
education and sustainability.

We arrived in Bhutan in early October and have hit the ground 
running! We are so excited about this initiative and are truly honoured 
to be involved. To date, we have packed up our lives in Canada and 
settled into our new home in Thimphu (the capital of Bhutan). We 
are extremely grateful for the warm welcome we have received here 
including from the Tourism Council of Bhutan, which is housing the 
project. We have met with several stakeholders and a three-month 
work plan has been developed which will get us started on a journey 
with the intent of starting a robust travel schedule to meet local 
leaders and stakeholders across the 355km of the trail. 

The Trongsa Dzong announced earlier last month that they will 
renovate the traditional cantilever bridge over Mangdechhu. We 
are very excited to be working in partnership with Trongsa both 
regarding the bridge and the surrounding trail development. This is 
a historically significant part of the trail as the gates of the Trongsa 
Dzong were the gateway between East and West Bhutan. 

We also had successful meetings with the Trongsa, Wangdue, 
and Punakha Dzongkas, chief engineers, tourism operators, elders, 
educations, and even the Colonel of the Punakha Police! In between 
meetings, we were able to survey over 20 kilometers of the trail 
which met basic standard. The Trongsa Dzong announced earlier 
last month that they will renovate the traditional cantilever bridge 
over Mangdechhu (featured image above). We are very excited to be 
working in partnership with Trongsa both regarding the bridge and 
the surrounding trail development. This is a historically significant 
part of the trail as the gates of the Trongsa Dzong were the gateway 
between East and West Bhutan. We also had successful meetings 
with the Trongsa, Wangdue, and Punakha Dzongkas, chief engineers, 
tourism operators, elders, educations, and even the Colonel of the 
Punakha Police! In between meetings, we were able to survey over 
20 kilometers of the trail which met basic standard.

December 17 marked National Day in Bhutan. His Majesty 
announced the introduction of the National Service project which 
will commence in 2022. This is a very exciting initiative. This ‘Right of 
passage’ will ensure youth to learn about their lineage by trekking and 
maintaining the trail along with way. In other trail related initiatives, 
Trongsa celebrated the resurgence of its Historical Health Walk which 
occurred on November 30th, 2019 from the Trongsa View Point into 
town. This is a wonderful initiative that Trongsa has taken on further 
supporting the rejuvenation of the entire West-East route.   

Here are the words to 
Tom Foolery’s video 
of his poem “The 
Great Realisation”
Tomos Roberts’s poem takes 
the form of a bedtime story being told in the future. In it, a dad tells his 
sleepy son the story of The Great Realisation, about how the coronavirus 
caused everyone to rethink our priorities and make positive changes to 
how we live.
“Tell me the one about the virus again, then I’ll go to bed”.
“But, my boy, you’re growing weary, sleepy thoughts about your 

head”.
“That one’s my favourite. Please, I promise, just once more”.
“Okay, snuggle down, my boy, but I know you all too well.
This story starts before then in a world I once would dwell”.
“It was a world of waste and wonder, of poverty and plenty,
Back before we understood why hindsight’s 2020
You see, the people came up with companies to trade across all lands
But they swelled and got much bigger than we ever could have 

planned
We always had our wants, but now, it got so quick
You could have anything you dreamed of, in a day and with a click
We noticed families had stopped talking, that’s not to say they never 

spoke
But the meaning must have melted and the work life balance broke
And the children’s eyes grew squarer and every toddler had a phone
They filtered out the imperfections, but amidst the noise, they felt 

alone.
And every day the skies grew thicker, ‘till you couldn’t see the stars,
So, we flew in planes to find them, while down below we filled our 

cars.
We drove around all day in circles, we’d forgotten how to run
We swopped the grass for tarmac, shrunk the parks ‘till there were 

none
We filled the sea with plastic because our waste was never capped
Until, each day when you went fishing, you’d pull them out already 

wrapped
And while we drank and smoked and gambled, our leaders taught 

us why
It’s best to not upset the lobbies, more convenient to die
But then in 2020, a new virus came our way,
The governments reacted and told us all to hide away
But while we were all hidden, amidst the fear and all the while,
The people dusted off their instincts, they remembered how to smile
They started clapping to say thank you and calling up their mums
And while the car keys gathered dust, they would look forward to 

their runs
And with the skies less full of voyagers, the earth began to breathe
And the beaches bore new wildlife that scuttled off into the seas
Some people started dancing, some were singing, some were baking
We’d grown so used to bad news, but some good news was in the 

making
And so when we found the cure and were allowed to go outside
We all preferred the world we found to the one we’d left behind
Old habits became extinct and they made way for the new
And every simple act of kindness was now given its due”
“But why did it take us so long to bring the people back together?”
“Well, sometimes you’ve got to get sick, my boy, before you start feel-

ing better
Now, lie down and dream of tomorrow and all the things that we can 

do
And who knows, if you dream hard enough, maybe some of them 

will come true
We now call it The Great Realisation and yes, since then, there have 

been many
But that’s the story of how it started and why hindsight’s 2020”
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Grey Sauble Properties 
Remain Closed but 
Some Scheduled to Open Soon 

Grey Sauble Conservation Authority (GSCA) would like to clarify that 
their properties and trails remain closed at this time. There has been 
some confusion surrounding the recent announcement from the Pro-
vincial Government stating that Provincial Parks and Conservation 
Reserves will begin opening today (May 11, 2020). This announce-
ment applies to Crown Land only and not GSCA owned properties. 

GSCA appreciates the response from the public highlighting just 
how important the properties and trails are and would like to ensure 
everyone that a plan is being developed to open some GSCA lands 
soon. GSCA staff are currently working with applicable agencies to 
establish a strategy for re-opening some GSCA properties that will 
continue to support the health and safety of property users, staff, and 
the community.

Please check for updates on GSCA’s Facebook page and website.
http://www.greysauble.on.ca
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Phased Re-opening of  The 
Bruce Trail beginning May 15
With the recent Provincial announcement on the 
re-opening of Provincial Parks and Conservation 
Reserves, the Bruce Trail Conservancy is 

beginning the process of a safe and controlled staged re-opening of 
the Bruce Trail. Some sections of the Bruce Trail will re-open for hiking 
on May 15, 2020 as we coordinate with our partners. Please regularly 
check our trail changes page for updates. 

https://brucetrail.org/trail_changes/361
Sincere thanks to our dedicated Trail maintenance and land 

stewardship volunteers for their quick response in preparation for the 
opening. During trail closures, please do not park on nearby roads, 
move gates or barriers, or hop fences, as these actions are illegal.
Hike Responsibly & Safely

We are all eager to reconnect with the Bruce Trail and natural spaces. 
But keep in mind that this is not yet a return to hiking as we have 
been used to.

To assist the province with its efforts to keep all Ontarians healthy 
and safe throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, everyone enjoying the 
Bruce Trail beginning May 15 is asked to do so in a socially responsible 
way.

As lands and trails re-open, please keep these measures in mind:
• Keep 6 feet away from other walkers and hikers.
• Move aside to allow others to pass.
• Only walk and hike with members of your household.
• Walk or hike for shorter spans of time.
• Hike or walk in your local area.
• Respect any trail or facility closures.
Making responsible changes to our hiking approach will keep us all 

safer and healthier.
Thank you for your ongoing support and enjoy a safe hike.
Michael McDonald, CEO, Bruce Trail Conservancy  
www.brucetrail.org

http://www.greysauble.on.ca
http://joshdolan.com
http://riversidegreenhouses.ca
http://terrydowdalllmp.ca
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This document can be made available in other accessible formats as soon as practicable and upon request 

Staff Report 
Operations Department 

Report To: Committee of the Whole 
Meeting Date: May 19, 2020  
Report Number: CSOPS.20.021 
Subject: Capital Projects and Studies over $50,000 for approval by Council 
Prepared by: Shawn Carey, Director of Operations 

A. Recommendations 

THAT Council receive Staff Report CSOPS.20.021, entitled “Capital Projects and Studies over 
$50,000 for approval by Council”; 

AND THAT Council direct staff to proceed with the Operations Department’s non-initiated 
capital projects, plans and studies over $50,000 as identified in the 2020 Budget and from 
previous Budgets as identified in this report; 

AND THAT Council direct staff to defer the Operations Department’s non-initiated capital 
projects, plans and studies over $50,000 as identified in the 2020 Budget and from previous 
Budgets as identified in this report. 

B. Overview 

The purpose of this staff report is to provide Council with staff’s recommendations for 
proceeding or deferring the projects and studies over $50,000 that have been included in the 
2020 Budget, and in previous budgets, but not initiated. The Operations Department has 
conducted an assessment based on: COVID 19 related health and safety restrictions; 
compliance with the provincial Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act; priorities 
related to regulatory requirements; and, consideration of a shortened construction season.   

C. Background 

Staff developed the proposed 2020 Budget in 2019. The Budget included projects and studies 
that were required to support current infrastructure and accommodate growth.  In 
consideration of the COVID 19 pandemic, Council requested Staff reevaluate the capital budget 
for all projects and studies over $50,000 with consideration to work that could be initiated in 
2020 as planned and work that could be deferred.    

Committee of the Whole May 19, 2020 
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D. Analysis 

Staff have critically evaluated all the projects that have been approved, but not yet initiated 
based on: regulatory requirements; risk to critical Town infrastructure; alignment with growth 
and development; construction related timing and associated costs; and, risk to public health 
and safety.  The list of projects that staff recommend proceed in 2020 are listed in Table 1.  
Projects that are recommended for deferral are listed in Table 2.    

TABLE 1 – Recommended Projects / Studies to Proceed in 2020 

 PROJECT TOTAL 
BUDGET 

RATIONALE CONSIDERATIONS 

1. Transportation Master 
Plan 

$745,000 Initiation of RFP, consultant 
expenses and hiring of project 
coordinator 

 

2. Craigleith Wastewater 
Treatment Plant 
Equipment 
Replacement 

$400,600 Replacing wash line at WWTP, 
replace drainage pumps, alum 
pumps and effluent pumps. 

Partially proceed and 
defer effluent pumps 

3. Craigleith WWTP - 
Flow Assessment and 
EA  

$290,000 Monitoring program & Class EA 
for construction of new 
headworks at Craigleith WWTP.  

The $15,000 will be 
used to complete the 
flow assessment 
which will determine 
capacity of the sewer 
main and when the 
Class EA must 
proceed.  

4. Wastewater SCADA 
Systems Improvements 

$72,300 

 

This is necessary upgrade to the 
SCADA system to allow for 
uninterrupted service. 

Components reaching 
end of useful life. This 
project is critical to 
ensure the operation 
of the water system. 

5. Water SCADA Systems 
Improvements 

$125,000 Integral to Water Operations and 
must be maintained/ upgraded 
to ensure compliance with 
regulatory requirements and 
system stability 

 

6. Thornbury Wastewater 
Treatment Plant 
Expansion 

$18,027,000 Required to accommodate 
growth and operational issues. 

Initiating preliminary 
design work for the 
expansion once the 
headworks 
construction is 
completed. 
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 PROJECT TOTAL 
BUDGET 

RATIONALE CONSIDERATIONS 

7. Camperdown VFD 
Design and 
Replacement 

$85,000 The pressure tanks are failing at 
the station. VFD will reduce the 
energy consumption of this 
station. 

 

8. Craigleith Main Lift 
Station Upgrades 

$95,000 This work is to assess the two 
main sewage pumps in this 
station and they are reaching the 
end of their expected lives. 

 

9. Sewage Pumping 
Station Valve 
Replacement Program 

$176,000 Year 1 of 4 year project. Peel 
Street SPS requires new valves 
immediately. 

 

10. Lateral Installations $88,000 Water lateral for 112 Birchview 
Trail & 179 Tyrolean Lane 

 

11. Sand Dome Repairs $55,000 Grey County confirmed they are 
proceeding with this project in 
2020.   

 

12. Tyrolean Lane / 
Birchview Trail Sanitary 
Servicing & Watermain 
Replacement 

$3,970,000 Staff were directed to include 
this project in the 2020 budget 
based on a 2019 Council 
resolution. Staff are aware that 
some septic systems and 
watermains are substandard or 
at end of life. Project also 
promotes attainable housing 
initiative. 

Budget combines 
Project 1A, 1B and 2.  
Estimated 2020 
expenditure is for 
consulting and 
engineering costs. 

13. Happy Valley Booster 
Station Improvements 

$56,000 The valves are currently leaking 
and require replacement. The 
addition of a generator will allow 
for uninterrupted operation 
during power outages. 

 

14. Water Treatment Plant 
Shoreline Work 

$50,000 Coastal engineer study required 
to evaluate options to protect 
WTP 

 

15. Substandard 
Watermain 
Replacement 

$1,598,400 Proceed with the engineering for 
the replacement of substandard 
watermain. 

 

16. Mountain Road 
Booster Pumping 
Station Relocation 

$1,000,000 Grey & Simcoe County are 
moving ahead with a traffic circle 
at Grey Roads 19 and 21. This 
requires the Town to relocate 
the Mountain Road Booster 
Station. 
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 PROJECT TOTAL 
BUDGET 

RATIONALE CONSIDERATIONS 

17. Landfill Attenuation 
Zone 

 

$156,000 Acquire lands through purchase 
or agreement to create a 
contaminate attenuation zone. 

A south CAZ is the 
recommended next 
step, which could be 
done with an 
agreement. The 
purchase of a west 
CAZ can be deferred.   

18. Drake’s Path Service 
Extension 

$454,600 To provide sanitary servicing to 
residents along Drake’s Path.  

Could take upwards of 
8 months to get ECA. 
Should start 
engineering as soon 
as possible if going 
ahead with 
construction in 2021. 

19. Water & WW Energy 
Efficiency 
Improvements 

$106,000 

 

To reduce operational costs and 
environmental protection impact 
by implementing energy 
reduction and/or renewable 
opportunities identified in 
energy audit.  

 

20. Water Treatment Plant 
Equipment 
Replacement 

$155,000 Recommend proceeding with 
the GPS units, neutralization 
tank relining and the additional 
security measures. 

UV lamp additions 
been deferred to full 
replacement in 2021.  

21. Master Drainage Plan $350,000 Required to address related 
growth pressures & existing 
drainage concerns.  

 

22. Machinery & 
Equipment 
Replacement (Roads 
Backhoe)  

$195,000 2005 backhoe has reached the 
end of its useful life.  Scheduled 
for replacement. 
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TABLE 2 – Recommended Projects / Studies for Deferral 

 PROJECT TOTAL 
BUDGET 

RATIONALE CONSIDERATIONS 

1. Roads Depot Expansion $4,866,800 Staff are currently 
identifying sites for 
future Council 
consideration. 

 

2. Eastside Water Storage 
& Distribution EA 

$241,500 Waiting on completion 
of the Westside Water 
Storage & Distribution 
Class EA.   

 

3. Sidewalk Replacement 
Program (Clarksburg) 

$250,000 Late to tender to ensure 
works are completed 
this year.  Late 
construction tenders 
typically cause higher 
prices.   

Project will be shovel 
ready for potential 
infrastructure 
funding.  Tender the 
work for spring 2021 
construction.   

4. Flow Meter Installation 
at Pumping Stations 

$261,500 Staff recommend 
deferring this work until 
2021, as this work is not 
critical.  

Town is assessing new 
flow measuring 
device for the Peel St. 
PS project.  Staff 
recommend deferring 
until that project is 
complete and assess 
new device.  

5. Bridge 2 & 3 
Replacement 

$2,171,200 Finalizing the Class EA in 
2020. 

Detailed design and 
construction can be 
deferred to 2021. 

6. Wastewater Collection 
System Master Plan EA 

$319,000 Can be delayed   

7. Craigleith Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Blower 
Replacement 

$1,892,000 Deferring until energy 
usage results are 
complete.   

 

8. Sanitary In-flow and 
Infiltration Reduction 
Initiative 

$106,000 Defer to 2022.    

 

9. Lagoon Docks $60,000 Assessed via WWTP 
expansion 

Defer to 2021 once 
the headworks 
construction is 
completed.  


